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The purpose of this course is to examine the plausibility and feasibility of major discourse analytic 
theoretical frameworks in exploring the intricate ways of meaning creation in real-life 
communication. The course also intends to sensitize the participants to the delicate and diverse 
discursive strategies people use in their surrounding environment. To provide for the practical 
application of the course instruction, each participant is expected to conduct research on a particular 
topic in discourse analysis, using elicited or natural data collected during the semester. The 
participants are to present a ‘work-in-progress’ report to the class and deliver a complete manuscript 
at the end of the course. To this end, the following materials are to be covered:  
 
 
Session 1:    Introduction to the course: Approaches to    

   discourse and context (Bhatia et al, 2008; Paltridge, 2012) 
 
Session 2:    Genres and registers of discourse 

(Swales, 1990; Bhatia, 1993; Bhatia, 1997;  
 Askehave & Swales, 2001) 

 
Sessions 3-4:    Functional linguistics, accompanied by  

a quick review of Appraisal Theory  
(Bloor & Bloor, 1995; Thompson, 1996;  
Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004; Martin & White, 2005) 
 

Session 5:    Multimodality in discourse  
(O’Halloran, 2004; van Leeuwen, 2007,  
Kress & van Leeuwen, 2006) 
 

Session 6:    Discourse and culture 
(Whorf, 1952; Goddard & Wierzbicka, 2004;  
Shi-xu, 2009) 
 

Session 7:   Critical discourse analysis 
(Fairclough, 2001, 2003; Rogers, 2004;  
Meadows, 2007; de Beaugrande, 2008)  
  

Session 8:    Language of science  
(Martin & Veel, 1998; Christie & Derewianka, 2008) 
 

Sessions 9:    Discourse and identity construction  
(Myhill, 1999; Gardner et al. 2005;  
Giannoni, 2006; Ashcraft, 2007; Babaii, 2010)   
 

Session 10:    Discourse and different walks of life  
(Kealley et al. 2004; Engberg, 2010) 
 

Session 11:    Gender & discourse  
(Tannen, 1994; Sunderland, 2008) 



 
Session 12:   Politeness & impoliteness 
   (Brown & Levinson, 1987; Bousfield, 2008) 

 
Sessions 13-16:   Work-in-progress reports,  

followed by Q & A 
  
Session 17:   Final examination 
    
 
Grading  
 
Work-in-progress report          15% 
Research paper            20% 
Class participation     10% 
Examination               55% 
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